
Syllabus English I  
Mrs. Jordan 
Union Grove High School  
 
Course Description: Freshman English is a comprehensive English course of literature, 
composition, and language, including listening and speaking. The study of literature includes 
reading and comprehending a wide variety of literary forms including short stories, nonfiction, 
poetry, drama, novels, and spoken and visual texts. The course offers supportive reading 
strategies for a variety of purposes. This course also focuses on the writing process through 
response to literature, creative writing, and connections to real-life situations and 
problem-solving. The study of language targets usage, mechanics, and strategies for 
vocabulary development integrated into literature and composition components. In addition, the 
course will teach grammatical concepts and applications. Students will review punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, and usage as well as work on logical thinking and various modes of 
composition, including the research paper. Listening and speaking skills are also developed 
throughout the course.  
 
Textbooks: Prentice Hall Texas Edition Language and Literacy (Ninth Grade Literature)  
 
This course will cover the following: fiction (short stories), nonfiction works, novels, poetry and 
interpretation, drama, and plays. It will also consist of grammar practice and composition writing. 
This course also requires students to conduct and compose a research paper, which will be 
explained in detail when assigned.  
 
Year at a Glance: 
1. Fiction and Short stories  
2. Novels  
3. Nonfiction stories (Historical fiction) 
4. Poetry (Poetry Project)  
5. Greek Mythology 
6. Drama/Tragedy (Shakespeare) 
 
Required Materials needed: highlighters, blue or black ink pens, lined loose-leaf paper, pencils 
(tests are taken in pencil only), 1-pocket folder, 1-personal pencil sharpener, 1-Composition 
journal (which will stay at school), 1 box of tissues, 1 10oz. bottle of hand sanitizer. 
 
Classroom Expectations:  
1. RESPECT others and yourself at all times.  
2. Bring materials to class daily.  
3. No eating, drinking, or profanity in class.  
4. ATTENDANCE is necessary for your academic success.  
5. Participation and timely completion of ASSIGNMENTS are essential.  
6. Make-up (including brushes and combs) and/or electronic devices are not allowed in class.  



7. Behavior that affects the learning of other students will NOT be tolerated.  
8. Sleeping or head down on desk will not be tolerated. (after 2 warnings in a single class  
    period, a parent will be called)  
9. Remain in your seat throughout the period. When work is done, you should read your novel. 
10. Always bring a novel to read in case lessons are completed early.  
 
Disciplinary Actions: Breaking of any of the school and/or classroom rules will result in the 
following actions:  
1. Verbal Warning  
2. Teacher-Student Conference  
3. Teacher-Parent Contact (letter, email, or phone call)  
4. Office Referral 
 
Grading Policy: 
Tests = 60%  
Daily = 40% 
 
10 points will be taken with each day your work is late. See district policy for school functions. 
 
Make-up Work: 
Tests - 3 days 
Daily - 1 day 
 
Cell Phones:  
Cell phones are not permitted during class. Students will put phones in the designated “phone 
zone” and may charge the phone during class. Phones must be plugged in at the back of the 
room before the bell rings. After the bell, students are not permitted to plug in phones. If 
students are still touching their phone, it will remain on my desk until after class. 
 
It is my intention to create an atmosphere that is conducive to learning. All rules and procedures 
are subject to change in order to create the best possible learning environment.  
 
Contact Information: 
Parents may communicate with me is through my school email: jordanl@ugisd.org 
I’m excited to lead students to the next level of learning and look forward to the 2019-2020 
school year. 
 
Thank you, 
Leigh Jordan 
Jordanl@ugisd.org 
www.ugisd.org/jordanl 
Union Grove High School 
English Department 
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