
Vol. III, Issue 5                  Union Grove JH/HS Newsletter                 January 2022 

GROVE GAZETTE T
he 

January Holds Testing Trio for FFA 

FFA students will compete in three major 
events this January. 

Jeremiah McGee (10) and Kenia Velazquez 
(11) will run for district and area officer, 
respectively, during the Jan. 8 testing and 
interviews at Grand Saline. All candidates 
must complete an in-depth application 
before being judged on their ability to get 
along with others, take responsibility, con-
nect with an audience, intuitively know 
what to do in certain situations, stay orga-
nized while remaining flexible, and achieve 
goals.  

Vincent Miller (12), Bradley Madding (12), 
Brice Hart (12), Rowdy Williams (10), and 
Cash Coleman (10) will compete at the 
Brazos Tractor Technician invitational Jan. 
15. Tractor tech events involve a written 
exam, a components exam, and a debug-

ging practical. They students must find out 
what is wrong with the tractor, repair the 
problems, and sometimes drive the re-
paired tractor through a timed course. This 
particular invitational will help the boys 
and their coach, ag teacher Josh Shafer, 
decide which three or four students will 
compete at the area contest Feb. 4.  

Then Avery Brooks (12), Chloe Brooks (8), 
Maddie Byers (9), Josh Baker (11), Kathe-
rine Potter (10), and Rachel Potter (7) will 
show heifers at the Ft Worth Stock Show 
January 20-23. 

“These students have worked extremely 
hard to ensure their animals are ready to 
exhibit,” Ag teacher Andrea Shafer said. 
“From feeding, exercising and growing, 
they spend several hours a day tending to 
their animals.”  

Hunter Fraker 
Prep for Tournament 
JH Basketball Boys 

The junior high boys’ basketball team will 
face the Indians in Carlisle Jan. 6 at 4:30 
p.m. That Saturday, the boys will play the 
Big Sandy tournament.  

“A lot of teams are ranked, so we will get a 
good chance to gauge how we are,” Coach 
Cody Wilson said. “We have been playing a 
tough schedule already.” 

The boys will also play Overton at home 
Jan. 20 and Beckville Jan. 24. To prepare, 
the boys have been practicing daily. 

“We’ve been doing drills to help with ball-
handling and shooting form,” seventh-
grader Logan Walts said. “We learn new 
plays and work on endurance, self-control, 
and strengthening vulnerabilities.” 

Jaycie Mullins 

Band Members Earn All-Region Seats 
Five high school students performed so 
well at the region tryouts Dec. 11. that 
they earned a chance to try out for area 
Saturday, January 8 at Chapel Hill. 

 Kameron Townsend (11) first chair bass 
clarinet wind ensemble, Colter Fowler (11) 
— second chair clarinet wind ensemble, 
Mia Rust (12) — eighth chair clarinet wind 
ensemble, Emily Lynch (11) —second chair 
French horn symphonic band, and Elijah 
Parham (10) — second chair baritone sym-
phonic band will attend the area tryouts 
prior to the region clinic and concert Jan. 
21 and 22. 

Hannah Coulter (9) seventh chair French 
horn — symphonic Band, TJ Fowler (9) 

ninth chair trombone — symphonic band, 
Taylor See (12) tenth chair trombone — 
symphonic band, Torryn Humber (9) flute 
alternate, Emily Valdes (9) flute alternate, 
and Aidan Jones (9) trumpet alternate also 
earned spots at the clinic and concert.  

Atley Alston (8) — first chair clarinet, Au-
gust Vestal (8) — first chair trumpet, 
Thomas Navarro-Gonzalez (8) — second 
chair trombone, Madyson Lowe (8) — 
fourth chair French horn, Karen Chavez (8) 
— fifth chair flute, McClane Handorf (7) — 
sixth chair trumpet, Ryan Hickerson (8) — 
tenth chair trumpet, and Parker Haley (8) 
— first alternate tuba earned seats in the 
junior high all-region band during the Dec. 
3 tryouts and will perform Jan. 14. 

Olivia Hudgens 

Students Aim for Offices, Awards 

PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH August Vestal (8) and Mady-
son Lowe (8) warm-up for band practice Dec. 17. 
Both made the All-Region band. "I prepared every 
single day and took every opportunity to practice. 
When I ran up to see the results, I was filled with 
euphoria. I was so happy that all of my work had paid 
off,” Vestal said. “I expect to learn a lot from this 
year's clinic and I would really like to build my skill."  



Powerlifting Prepare for Season 
The girls’ first powerlifting meet will be 
Thursday, Jan. 13 at Harmony. Keeley Rust 
(10), Daytona Vaughn (10), Jessica Hobbs 
(11), Savanna Hobbs (9), Paige Parman (10), 
Addi Smith (10), Katy King (10), and Lainey 
Ledbetter (11) will compete. The boys’ team 
will compete at Harmony a week later, Jan. 
20, starting at 4:30 p.m.  

“My team and I have been putting in a lot of 
hard work,” Ledbetter said. “I did qualify for 
state last year, but, unfortunately, due to an 
injury, I could not participate. I am currently 

Faith Woodall and Taylor See 

JH Girls Shoot for Repeat Victory, Revenge 
Junior high girls’ basketball will kick off the 
new year by competing in a tournament on 
Jan. 15. Three district games against Over-
ton, Beckville, and Hawkins will follow the 
tournament.  

The eighth grade team recently lost 9-16 
against Overton, but the seventh grade 
won 24-3 and is currently undefeated.  

"My seventh grade basketball team is on 
fire right now,” Coach Julie Martindale said. 
“We are really working well as a team and 
things are going our way.” 

With the opportunity to face Overton again 
approaching, Martindale is confident in her 
team's abilities. 

“When we played Overton Nov. 30th, they 

gave us a closer game than we had been 
getting from other teams and their defense 
kept our points total down quite a bit,” 
Martindale said. “January 20, we will go 
into the game better prepared for their 
defensive pressure. I hope to move the ball 
more to create more open shots we can 
take and score." 

Coach Rhonda Baker has been working 
with her team to improve before the Over-
ton rematch. 

“The girls always give great effort, and I 
expect that to be the same,” Baker said. 
“We have been working in practice on fun-
damentals and execution of plays. I think 
fans will see much improvement in those 
two areas in our next game.” 

Sydney Pritchett 

for State Congress  
Melton to Make Trip 

Tomorrow she would leave for state com-
petition. Her legislation was written. Her 
bags were packed. Then she got a call. 

Senior Emily Melton found out at noon the 
day before last year’s Congress meet that 
her trip had been canceled and she would 
have to compete virtually. Melton had to 
prepare in less than a day’s notice to com-
pete online, from home, and with only pe-
riodic interactions with her coach. After-
ward, Melton’s judging ballots revealed 
she missed finals because judges couldn’t 
hear her properly.  

After being named Outstanding Presiding 
Officer at this year’s regional meet, Melton 
advanced again. Jan. 10-13, Melton will 
compete at her third state Congress meet 
— this time, in person and with coach 
Gailyn Sutton for support.  

Melton and Sutton have done the re-
search—hours of work building up to and 
over Christmas break. They’ve packed their 
bags. This year, Melton will be heard. 

STAFF 

PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH 
Powerlifters Lane Turner (10-
above) and Davy Branscom (11
-left) lift between basketball 
games Dec. 17. Turner and 
Vincent Miller (12) medaled at 
the state meet last year. 
Branscom narrowly missed the 
trip and plans to join them this 
year. 

working on getting even 
stronger and am super 
excited for all the up-
coming meets!” 

Lifters have been prepar-
ing for the season with 
morning workouts Mon-
days through Thursdays 
beginning at 6:30 a.m. 
and lasting until the 
workout is completed.  

For State Trip 
Debaters Face Off 

Cross-examination debaters compete in 
the district meet at White Oak on 
Wednesday, January 26. However, since 
no other schools registered to compete in 
CX, two UG teams will automatically ad-
vance to the state meet March 14-15.  

The students must debate each other to 
determine which two teams.  

“I am excited as always to compete 
against my classmates, but I’m not gonna 
lie, I am definitely nervous!” junior Kyler 
Littlejohn said. “I will be partnered with 
Emily Melton, who I totally love to work 
with. We are both excited to see if we can 
make it to State, especially since it is her 
senior year!” 

The teams will also compete in one more 
invitational debate tournament after 
Christmas break to determine who else 
will compete at the district level.  

Olivia Hudgens 

Friendly Fire 



Bring Home Another Big Win 

STAFF 

Academic Teams Take District 
Junior High UIL Participants 

Junior high UIL participants brought home 
another district championship, winning the  
academic meet Dec. 8 and One-Act Play 
competition Dec. 15 with a total of 1466 
points—the eighth grade teams totaled 
515 points, seventh grade 409 points, and 
sixth grade 484 points. 

The One-Act cast and crew won first place 

play with their production of “Lafayette 
No. 1”, and judges named Landon Clark 
(8), Brianna Carrion (8), Jill Taylor (7), and 
Calab Day (8) Honorable Mention All-Star 
Cast; Alyssa Mullican (8), Addison Braley 
(8), and Parker Haley (8) All-Star Cast; and 
Callysta Reeves (8) and Hunter Rogers (8) 
Best Performers. 

Art 

Nadia Ibarra (7) - 6th 
Brianna Carrion (8) - 2nd 
Karen Chavez (8) - 4th 
Callysta Reeves (8) - 6th 
First Place Team (8) 
Second Place Team (7) 
 
Calculator Applications 

Bre Reynolds (7) - 1st 
Christian Bowling (7) - 4th 
Hailey Griffin (7) - 6th 
Brianna Carrion (8) - 1st 
Parker Haley (8) - 2nd 
Callysta Reeves (8) - 3rd 
First Place Team (8) 
Second Place Team (7) 
 
Chess Puzzle 

Kolby Nutt (7) - 1st 
McClane Handorf (7) - 5th 
Christian Bowling (7) - 6th 
Ryan Hickerson (8) - 1st 
Nicholas Scavone (8) - 3rd 
First Place Team (7,8) 
 
Dictionary Skills 

Kody Nutt (7) - 1st 
Brianna Carrion (8) - 1st 
Calab Day (8) - 6th 
Second Place Team (8) 
 
Editorial Writing 

Serena Hart (7) - 1st 
Casey Bogue (7) - 4th 
Natalie Pritchett (8) - 2nd  
Thomas Navarro-Gonzalez  
(8) - 3rd 
Atley Alston (8) - 5th 
 
 
 

Impromptu Speaking 

Miley Nono (7) - 1st 
Emori Lemming (7) - 2nd 
Alana Cox (7) - 3rd 
Parker Haley (8) - 1st 
Calab Day (8) - 2nd 
 
Listening Skills 

Bre Reynolds (7) - 2nd 
Jill Taylor (7) - 5th 
Emma Klein (7) - 6th 
First Place Team (7) 
 
Maps, Graphs, & Charts 

Kolby Nutt (7) - 1st 
Christian Bowling (7) - 3rd 
Alana Cox (7) - 4th 
CreeAnn Bozarth (8) - 1st 
Kenneth Flanagan (8) - 2nd 
Ryan Hickerson (8) - 3rd 
First Place Team (7,8) 
 
Mathematics 

Parker Johnston (7) - 1st 
Hudson Wightman (7) - 3rd 
Jill Taylor (7) - 6th 
Madyson Lowe (8) - 2nd 
Carter Cooper (8) - 3rd 
First Place Team (7,8) 
 
Modern Oratory 

Alana Cox (7) - 1st 
Jill Taylor (7) - 2nd 
Emori Lemming (7) - 4th 
Parker Haley (8) - 1st 
Kenneth Flanagan (8) - 2nd 
Hunter Rogers (8) - 3rd 
 
Music Memory 

Madyson Lowe (8) - 1st 
Kaki Pharr (8) - 2nd 
August Vestal (8) - 3rd 

Number Sense 

Christian Bowling (7) - 3rd 
Madyson Lowe (8) - 1st 
Kenneth Flanagan (8) - 3rd 
Atley Alston (8) - 4th 
First Place Team (7,8) 
 

Oral Reading 

Rachel Potter (7) - 1st 
Jill Taylor (7) - 2nd 
Miley Nono (7) - 3rd 
Callysta Reeves (8) - 1st 
Natalie Woodard (8) - 2nd 
Brianna Carrion (8) - 4th 
 
Ready Writing 

Averie Del Peschio (7) - 4th 
Autumn Loven (7) - 6th 
Parker Haley (8) - 1st 
Atley Alston (8) - 5th 
 
Science 

Hudson Wightman (7) - 4th 
Christian Bowling (7) - 5th 
Second Place Team (7) 
Third Place Team (8) 
 
Social Studies 

Kolby Nutt (7) - 1st 
Alana Cox (7) - 4th 
Ryan Hickerson (8) - 3rd 
Nicholas Scavone (8) - 3rd 
Ayden Johns (8) - 6th 
First Place Team (7) 
Second Place Team (8) 
 
Spelling 

Carter Cooper (8) - 1st 
Chloe Brooks (8) - 2nd 
First Place Team (8) 

Individual and Team 
Achievements 

PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH Ready Writing and Editori-
al participants compete Dec. 1. Students competing 
in these contests had to write ahead of time so that 
papers could be delivered to judges as soon as the 
Dec. 8 UIL meet began. 

PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH UIL participants took a 
celebratory trip Thursday, Dec. 16, to the AMC 
theater, where they watched the new 
“Ghostbusters”, and the mall’s food court for lunch. 

PHOTOS: ATLEY ALSTON After returning from the 
trip, the group moved to the Lion Center, where 
they held an informal awards ceremony to distrib-
ute medals for individual and team achievements. 



 Upcoming Events 

Jan. 6 

JH Girls Basketball v. Carlisle — 5 p.m. 

FFA Leadership @ Nacogdoches — 8 a.m. 

HS Girls Basketball @ Carlisle — 6 p.m. 

Area Band Auditions @ Chapel Hill 

Jan. 10-13 

Jan. 11 

Jan. 13 

JH Boys Basketball @ Big Sandy — 4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 14 

Culinary Arts Field Trip 
HS Basketball v. Overton — 5 p.m. 

JH All-Region Band Clinic and Concert 

JH Girls Basketball v. Big Sandy — 5 p.m. 

Girls Powerlifting @ Harmony — 4:30 p.m. 

HS Girls Basketball @ Big Sandy — 5 p.m. 

State Congress Meet @ Austin 

FFA Area/District Officer Testing @ Grand Saline 

Jan. 8 

HS Boys Basketball v. Broaddus — 5 p.m. 

Jan. 7 

JH Boys Basketball @ Carlisle — 4:30 p.m. 

Jan. 4 
HS Boys Basketball @ Martin’s Mill — 5 p.m. 

Jan. 14-15 
Ft. Worth Stock Show 

Jan. 15 
JH Boys Basketball @ Big Sandy Tournament 
JH Girls Basketball @ Brook Hill Tournament 

Jan. 18 
HS Basketball @ Beckville — 4 p.m. 

Jan. 20 
Boys Powerlifting @ Harmony — 4:30 p.m. 
JH Boys Basketball v. Overton — 4:30 p.m. 
JH Girls Basketball @ Overton — 5 p.m. 

Jan. 21 
HS All-Region Band Clinic and Concert 
HS Basketball v. Hawkins — 4 p.m. 

Jan. 22 
HS All-Region Band Clinic and Concert 

Jan. 24 
Girls Powerlifting @ Union Hill — 4:30 p.m. 
JH Boys Basketball @ Beckville — 4:30 p.m. 
JH Girls Basketball v. Beckville — 5 p.m. 

PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH 
Holiday hijinks ensue the 
week before Christmas 
break, including dress-up 
days for students and staff. 
Monday, Santa visited 
classrooms to deliver can-
dy canes, and Tuesday 
principal Rachel Evers and 
assistant principal David 
Chatterton dressed in 
holiday costumes to pass 
out milk and cookies, and 
FFA Students Jeremiah 
McGee (10) and Kenia 
Velazquez (11) traveled the 
halls to offer teachers hot 
chocolate.  

Jan. 25 
HS Basketball v. Carlisle — 4 p.m. 

Jan. 26 
District CX Debate @ White Oak 

Jan. 28 
HS Basketball v. Big Sandy — 4 p.m. 
Coaches and underclassmen will honor seniors Macey Roberts, Bailey 
Clowers, and Katy Parman between the JV and varsity games.  

Jan. 29 
Softball @ Rusk — 10 a.m. 

Jan. 31 
FFA District Convention @ Gilmer 
Boys Powerlifting @ Union Hill — 4:30 p.m. 
JH Boys Basketball v. Hawkins — 4:30 p.m. 
JH Girls Basketball @ Hawkins — 5 p.m. 

This game will determine the district championship for the varsity boys. 
Coach Cody Wilson expects a “tough physical game” as his boys fight through  
injuries from key players. 

Lindale Invitational UIL Meet 


