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In 2018, the Strengthening Career and 
Technical Education for the 21st Century 
Act (Perkins V) became law, and as it has 
been implemented over the last few 
years, the number of CTE “concentrators” 
and “completers” began to affect federal 
accountability and funding. But CTE cours-
es are meant to prepare students for fu-
tures in their chosen field.  

CTE courses give students the chance to 
explore career options they may not have 
considered otherwise. This early explora-
tion cuts college costs incurred by chang-
ing majors because students have a better 
idea what they want to do.  

CTE courses help students develop the 
hard skills they’ll need in their specific 
fields, like developing proficiency with the 
tools of their trade or learning safety 
standards that could save their lives, but 
also soft skills like time management and 
communication.  

CTE courses allow students to gain indus-
try-based certifications that will help them 
get jobs after graduation.  

CTE cohorts build working, professional 
relationships between students, their 
teachers and mentors, and the surround-
ing community. 

CTE graduates who continue their training 
often earn more money than those with 
bachelor’s degrees.  

Union Grove currently offers: 

 Business & Industry 

• Agriculture 

• Arts, AV Tech and Communications 

• Business, Marketing and Finance 

• Hospitality & Tourism 

 STEM 

 Health Science 

*CTE concentrator—a student who has com-
pleted two of more credits within an approved 
program of study 

*CTE completer—a student who has complet-
ed three or more credits within an approved 
program of study 

Spotlight 
On CTE 

Keira Taylor (10) and Rylan 
Roberts (10) mix cake ingredi-

ents during Culinary Arts.  
Photo by Emma Holder 

Current freshman, sophomores and jun-
iors will meet Monday, March 6 at 5:30 
p.m. to learn more about selecting next 
year’s schedules. Then current sixth and 
seventh graders will meet Thursday, 
March 9 at 5:30 p.m., followed by cur-
rent eighth-graders at 6:30 p.m. All 
meetings will take place in the Lion Cen-
ter.  

Things to Consider: 

• Basic Requirements: All high school 
students need, at minimum, four 
credits of English; three credits each 
of math. science and social studies; 
one physical education credit; two 
credits in languages other than Eng-
lish; one fine arts credit; and five 
electives credits. Middle school stu-
dents must have English language 
arts and reading, math, science, 

social studies and physical educa-
tion each year and at least one fine 
arts credit.  

• Endorsements: Students must 
choose an endorsement in the 
ninth grade, though change is possi-
ble later. There are five choices: 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM); Business 
and Industry; Public Service; Arts 
and Humanities; and Multidiscipli-
nary Studies. Endorsement and CTE 
pathways drive course selection for 
high school students.  

• Dual-credit: UG currently partners 
with Kilgore College to offer and 
pay for up to $1800 in college 
courses for juniors and seniors. Stu-
dents often earn English, govern-
ment, math and fine arts credits.  

How to Choose Courses for Next Year 
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The FFA veterinary science team of Jere-
miah McGee (11), Katherine Potter (11), 
Josh Baker (12), Will Wilson (11), Emily 
Bible (12), Allie Calhoun (11) and Made-
line McGee (11) will compete at Jacksboro 
Thursday, March 2. Team members will 
identify different types of animals, instru-
ments, parasites and organs and take an 
exam and math test. The program teaches 
students things about animals that most 
people don’t know, as well as how to 
identify differences in the same species.  

“My favorite part about Vet Science is 
getting to interact with so many different 
tools and breeds in the veterinary field 
and having the chance to identify every 
organ and bacteria that goes along with 
the animals,” junior Allie Calhoun said.  

The meats judging team of Angelina Leyva 
(12), Kenia Velazquez (12) and Sam Stan-
ley (10) will compete on Sunday, March 

5th, and the Livestock 
Judging Team will 
attend the A&M 
Judging Clinics on 
Sunday, March 25. In 
livestock judging, 
students work to-
gether to rank breed-
ing and market clas-
ses of beef, sheep 
and swine. They also 
take a 25-question quiz over general live-
stock knowledge.  

“Last year as a team, we made it to state 
and we placed 36th,” junior Katherine 
Potter said. “I am really looking forward 
to this judging season and all the memo-
ries I am going to make with my amazing 
team.” 

The Tractor Tech team of Cash Coleman 
(11), Rowdy Williams (11), and Aiden 

Nick Scavone 

FFA Teams Prepare for Vet Science, Meat & Livestock Judging, 

Andrea Shafer’s ninth-period Principles of Agriculture 
class prepares to test. Photo by Hannah Haggard 

Vanmeter (12) will compete in their state 
contest on March 12 and 13.  

“I feel like it’s going to be a lot better [than 
last year],” Coleman said. “Me and Rowdy 
have been through it once, so we know 
what’s going to happen. We’re more pre-
pared this time, and we’re going to do 
pretty good.” 

Above: Lainey Ledbetter presents the 
SystemsGo  structural arrangements to 
NASA engineers. The engineers will re-
view the students’ design and offer in-
sights before the team’s launch at White 
Sands during the summer. SystemsGo is 
sponsored by Greg Park and Rhonda 
Baker, who said the presentation went 
“very well” and the team got “good feed-
back”. Photos by Rhonda Baker “Winning Catitude” by Emma Holder 

State Tractor Tech Contests 



 

4 

The One-Act Play cast and crew will per-
form “Violet Sharp” by William Cameron 
for the district competition, which they 
will host in the Lion Center on March 8. 
Big Sandy, Hawkins, McLeod, and Ore City 
will also compete. 

“Violet Sharp” is based on the true story 
of the 1932 Lindbergh kidnapping, in 
which Sharp was the primary suspect for 
most of the investigation.  Senior Kyler 
Littlejohn will star in the title role.  

“Violet Sharp is the hardest character I 
have ever had to play,” Littlejohn said. 
“Part of theater is playing characters that 
are very different from you and trying to 
understand why they do what they do.  
Violet is a very complex character with a 
lot of emotional baggage, so trying to sort 
through her motives has been very chal-
lenging yet rewarding. I take her prob-

lems very seriously, and it has really made 
me understand and respect how other 
people think/feel.” 

Last year, the team advanced to regionals 
with the play “Sweet Science of Bruising” 
and earned alternate to state. Now the 
team is working to replicate or improve 
on that success with “Violet Sharp” 
through bi-weekly practices and attending 
four workshops to help them create the 
perfect performance. 

“I am definitely excited to see how we will 
compete,” Littlejohn said. “Although the 
play is called ‘Violet Sharp’, the play 
would not happen without the other 
characters. Everyone has worked so hard, 
so I am really ready to see that hard work 
play out on stage. And as far as the work 
we have put in, well, let’s just say we 
aren't going into the district unprepared.” 

Theater Cast Ready to Steal the Show 
OAP to Perform “Violet Sharp” 

Daytona Vaughn 

Junior high UIL partic-
ipants received their 

medals and team 
plaques during an 

informal awards 
assembly Feb. 10. 

Photos by Sandy 
Spears  

Actor. Debater. National qualifier. 

Senior Preston Woodall won second place 
in humorous interpretation at the Nation-
al Speech and Debate Association (NSDA) 
qualifier competition Feb. 23 and 24, 
earning a spot in the June 11-16 national 
competition in Phoenix, Arizona.  

“Qualifying for nationals is something that 
I have strived to do my whole high school 
career,” Woodall said. “I can't describe 
the feeling of shock and happiness that I 
felt in that moment when they called my 
name saying that I qualified.” 

Several students from the theater and 
debate programs participated in the com-
petition, including juniors Katy King and 
Sarah Clowers, who are alternates to na-
tionals in duo acting.  

“Before the NSDA competition, I felt very 
anxious,” King said. “I kept thinking that I 
was going to mess up or forget my lines, 
but the contest actually went really well. 
After the contest was over, I felt relieved 
and accomplished, but also kind of sad 
because we came so close to qualifying 
for nationals.”  

Act, Argue, Answer 
Speech Student 

Jamie Russell 

Earns Trip 

To Nationals 

Photo by 

Daytona 

Vaughn 
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From top: The Accounting team of Chloe Brooks 
(9), Mallorie Cannon (9), Gracie Stanford (12), 
Brendon Fuller (12) and Gracie Winn (12-not 
pictured) win first place overall at the Hallsville 
Tournament of Hearts Feb. 11. Winn placed first 
individually, followed by Stanford in second and 
Fuller in fifth. Fuller also placed fifth in Comput-
er Apps. Photo by sponsor Gailyn Sutton 

Sarah Clowers (11) placed fifth in Ready Writing. 
Sydney Pritchett (11) placed sixth in News 
Writing and second in both Feature Writing and 
Headlines and Faith Woodall (11) placed third in 
Copy-Editing. CreeAnn Bozarth (9) won both 
Copy-Editing and Feature Writing and placed 
fourth in News Writing, and Emma Holder (10) 
won Editorial Writing. The journalism team won 
first place among 1-4A schools. Photos by spon-
sor Kimber Smith. 

The Current Issues and Events team of Brayden 
Pirtle (11), Tommy Branscom (10), Ryan Hicker-
son (9) and Sam Stanley (10) placed second, 
with Branscom in sixth individually. Photo by 
sponsor John Rappazzo 

High school academic UIL teams will com-
pete for the district championship Satur-
day, March 25. Because last year’s rea-
lignment added Linden Kildare, McLeod, 
and Ore City—who came down from 3A—
to the district, teams might face more of 
a challenge than recent years, but teams’ 
performances at invitational meets fore-
shadow continued district success.  

The journalism team won the Hallsville 
meet Feb. 11 and earned several medals 
in the Centex, Pine Tree and Lindale invi-
tationals. Current Events and both com-
puter teams have also won several med-
als, and the Accounting team has won all 
divisions in every meet in which they’ve 
competed. Accounting sponsor Gailyn 
Sutton says the wins “reenergize” her 
team and give them a confidence boost.  

“The accounting team works hard every-
day in class to prepare for the dis-
trict meet, all the way up to hopefully 
returning to the state meet,” senior 
Gracie Winn said. “It is very important for 

us to go to these invitational meets to get 
the feeling of working in a time frame, 
working under pressure, and simply work-
ing in a different environment. We also 
take virtual timed tests and send our 
scores virtually to compare to other 
schools in our region all to prepare for 
our journey to state.” 

After last year’s teams advanced a record 
15 students to the state meet, the goal 
has been to return, and this year’s teams 
are well on their way. In fact, the speech 
and debate teams have already begun 
earning district points. Kyler Littlejohn 
(12) and Brendon Fuller (12) placed third, 
Colton Mead (10) and Jamie Russell (10) 
fourth, Kendall Wennmohs (12) and Par-
ker Haley (9) fifth, and Paulina Navarro-
Gonzalez (11) and Jeremiah McGee (11) 
sixth in January’s district cross-
examination debate meet.  

Meeting of the Minds 
Academic Teams Prepare 

For District UIL Contests 

The high school band will perform in the 
UIL Concert and Sight Reading Contest at 
Gilmer on March 9. For the concert por-
tion of the contest, the band will play 
three musical pieces, "Heaven’s Light”, 
“Americans We” and “Overture for 
Winds" for a panel of judges who will 
rate the group on a scale of 5 to 1, 5 be-
ing the worst and 1 being the best.  

"The band has been working hard these 
past two months in order to prepare 
three musical selections for the UIL judg-
es on March 10,” director Andy Thomp-
son said. “This is a very detailed and tedi-
ous process to prepare these selections. I 
know that the band members, especially 
the freshmen, will trust the process and 
will accomplish their goal of achieving all 
1s from the judges." 

In the sight reading portion, the judges 
will give the band an unfamiliar piece of 
music, and they will have seven minutes 
to prepare before playing the piece for 
an additional 1-5 rating. 

“I am so excited for the UIL Concert and 
Sight Reading Contest,” freshman August 
Vestal said. “I have wanted to play with 
the high school band and participate in 
the contest with them since I was in jun-
ior high.” 

The band has achieved sweepstakes — 
all 1 ratings — for 32 consecutive years. 

“Our band has been working very hard to 
achieve our goal of sweepstakes.” sopho-
more Hannah Coulter said. “We’ve been 
working really hard on all our pieces. I 
hope we can come out with all 1s.” 

Tunnel Vision 
Band Seeks Continued Streak 

Nick Scavone 

At Concert, Sight-Reading Contest 
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Above: Colton Cowan (12) sets a 
screen for Jaxson Daniels (11) in 

the area playoff game v. Timp-
son on Feb. 24. Daniels scored 

15 points for the Lions, including 
two three-pointers. Cowan 

tallied 12 points, five rebounds, 
and a steal. Right: Natalie 

Woodard (9) and Makynlie 
Young (9) maintain their smiles 
during the boys’ game against 
Timpson, and Keira Taylor (10) 

attempts to block Tenaha's 
Kayanna Cox from the goal. 

Photos by Kimber Smith 

Defensive MVP: Jace Roberts (10)  

Newcomer of the Year: Sarah Prince (10) 

First Team: Jaxson Daniels (11), Colton Cowan (12), Gracie Winn 
(12), Gracie Stanford (12), Ava Wightman (11) 

Second Team: Kayden Day (10), Taylor Campbell (10) 

Honorable Mention: Lane Turner (11), Peyton Laake (11),  Kyler 

Littlejohn (12), Analeice Jones (12), Brady Colby (11), Esmeralda 
Escobedo (11), Keira Taylor (10) 

All-District Awards 
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Lions and Lady Lions each secured bi-
district championships when the Lady 
Lions defeated Cushing 42-26 and the 
Lions beat New Summerfield 56-50 in the 
first round of basketball playoffs.  

“Our team‘s motto this year was ‘No Quit’ 
and by doing that, we accomplished a 
great season,” sophomore Keira Taylor 
said. “I was really excited going into the 
playoffs this year. I knew that we were 
going to have a different outcome than 
we had last year by going further in the 
playoffs, and I was also thrilled to play at 
a higher level of sport.” 

The girls ultimately lost to Tenaha, who 

went 12-0 in district and advanced 
to the regional semifinals.  

“Our shooting percent needs to go 
up. This was the main thing holding 
us back from having an even more 
successful season,” Coach JB 
Littlejohn said. “Defensively, this 
group was lights out holding oppo-
nents to 31 points per game, and I figure 
we will continue to do that again next 
year.” 

The boys finished their season with a loss 
to the quarterfinal champions from Timp-
son, but this year’s success, combined 
with the number of players returning to 

Lions, Lady Lions Win Post-Season Awards 
Basketball Teams Finish Season 

Faith Woodall 

With Bi-District Championships 

both teams foreshadows playoff runs for 
years to come.  

“If the returning players dedicate them-
selves to playing this summer and 
shooting at open gym, I do believe they 
can win the district championship and 
advance further in the playoffs,” Littlejohn 
said. 

Several young players won post-season 
accolades, including Newcomer of the 
Year Sarah Prince (10) and Defensive MVP 
Jace Roberts (10).  

“Our team next year is gonna be solid and 
young, so the chemistry will be good for 
the next few years,” senior Colton Cowan 
said.   

Counterclockwise from Left: Ava Wightman (11) 
makes a run for the basket. Coach Jill Winn comforts 
daughter Gracie (12) at the end of the Tenaha game.  
Josh Baker (12) and Cooper Vestal (12) keep the ball 
away from their Timpson defenders.  

Jace Roberts (10) looks for an open team-
mate in the Feb. 18 seed game against 
McLeod. Photo by Jamie Russell 
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This month will be the most important for 
the powerlifting teams, as both the boys 
and girls will compete in regional and state 
level meets.  

Isaiah O’Neal (11) tops the region in the 
123lb weight class with a 825lb total, and 
Lane Turner (11) currently sits in tenth. 
Addison Smith (11) and Jessica Hobbs (12) 
will go into region in third place, and 
Lainey Ledbetter is currently in fourth. 
Savanna Clark (10) and Daytona Vaughn 
(11) will also compete at the regional 
meet.  

“I got told I was going to regionals as an 
alternate because they only take 12 peo-
ple from the region, and I was number 13,” 
Vaughn said. “Then two days later, I got 
told there was a mess-up on the website, 
so now I'm 11th. This will be my second 
time going to regionals, and I'm trying 
mentally prepare myself to lift big. I want 
to hit new PR’s even if I don’t make it to 
state.”  

With all these goals in mind and regionals 
and state right around the corner, lifters 
are training  hard for the final stretch.  

“With this being my senior year, it is a little 
sad, but I am thankful for the friendships 
I’ve made through this sport,” senior Jessi-
ca Hobbs said. ”No matter who you are, 
who you're competing against, or what 
school you are from, everyone is super 
encouraging and helpful to each other, 
and I have never experienced that with 
any other sport before in my life. That's 
what I think really puts powerlifting to-
gether. That's what I am going to miss the 
most.” 

Powerlifting Team s  
Return to Regionals 
Lucky Woodard 

119 days. 2,857 Hours. 171,420 Minutes.  

The time between the state cross country 
meet and the first high school track 
meet. An eternity and yet the blink of an 
eye for the athletes who compete in 
track and field. 

But now runners, throwers, and jumpers 
are back to prepare for their first track 
meet, Dee Mackey Relays on March 3.  

“The wait has been far too long from 
track to cross country, and I'm definitely 
ready for the first meet,” senior Brendon 
Fuller said. “It feels like I've been 
counting down the days. I think it will be 
my best season yet.” 

This season has two mottos this year: 
embrace discomfort and handle hard 
better. 

“Most of them understand you will run 
uncomfortable, and making them handle 
that better will make them better,” 
Coach Greg Park said. “My goal for this 
year is to equal or surpass last year's re-
sults of winning district and area and 
having a large number of regional qualifi-
ers.” 

Because 20 team members qualified for 
the regional meet last year, Park’s goal to 
beat last year’s success may seem unrea-
sonable. However, only a few of those 
regional qualifiers graduated, while sev-
eral speedy freshmen joined the team. 

“I'm excited about track starting because 
it's going to be a whole new experience 
since I'm a freshman,” Karen Chavez said. 
“There's going to be way more competi-
tion, and I'm excited.” 

Back on Track 
High School Starts Season 

Jamie Russell 

With Annual Dee Mackey Relays 

The shotgun team competed at the National Shooting Complex in San Antonio Feb. 16-19. Cason Cowan (10) 
shot 95 of 100 clays, earning 19th place among 984 competitors, and Colton Jamison (10) shot 88. Photo by 
Bobby Painter 

Seventh-graders Trenton 
Wallace, Hailey Carter 
and Isabella Simcox test 
their communication skills 
by trading written instruc-
tions. The students wrote 
detailed steps and provid-
ed materials for their 
classmates to use to 
evaluate whether their 
instructions were clear. 
Photos by Kimber Smith 

The band made $2500 at the Feb. 25 fund-
raiser.  Photo by Faith Woodall 
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Junior high track and field participants 
competed in their first meet Feb. 27.  

The seventh-grade boys accumulated 
50.5 points. Liam Mayhan placed fifth in 
the pole vault, third in the 1600m run and 
won first place in the 2400m run, fol-
lowed by Connor Stanford in sixth. The 
4x100m relay team of Jaxon Ledbetter, 
Ryder Martindale, Konner Long, and 
Easton Head finished in fourth, as did the 
4x200m relay team of Martindale, Head, 
Long, and Brycen Porter. Head also placed 
fifth in the 100m dash, and Long placed 
fourth in the 200m run and first in the 
long jump.  

The seventh-grade girls earned 40.5 
points. Landry Harris won first place in 
the 800m run. Bree Cox placed sixth in 
the 2400m run. The 4x100m relay team 
of Hanna Pillow, Brinley Campbell, Emma 
Wadle, and Rebekah Downing placed 
fifth, and the 4x200m team of Aurora 
Pavlovsky, Wadle, Mia Mullican, and 
Downing placed fourth. Mullican placed 
fourth in the shot put, followed by Aubrie 
Coulter in fifth. Natalie Spruell took third 
in the discus, with teammate Kinleigh 
Birlew in fourth, and Wadle finished in 
fifth in the high jump. 

The eighth-grade boys earned 23 points. 
Logan Walts placed fourth in the 2400m 
run. Hudson Wightman, Kody Nutt, Andy 
Peck, and David Shaver made up the 
4x100m relay team and the 4x200m relay 
team, placing fifth in both events.  Wight-
man also placed sixth in Long Jump and 
won first place in triple jump.  

The eighth-grade girls scored 59.5 points, 
starting with Alana Cox in third place in 
the 2400m run and in the 1600m run. The 
4x100m relay team of Miley Nono, Jill 
Taylor, Rachel Potter, and Danica Vestal 
placed third, as did the 4x200m team of 
Taylor, Nono, Vestal, and Hailey Griffin. 
Rachel Potter placed third in the 400m 
run, followed by Averi Cook in sixth. Eli-
ana Villamendez placed fourth in the 
200m run, and Mayci Boland placed sec-
ond in the shot put and fourth in the dis-
cus, followed by Bre Reynolds in sixth.  

Both teams train every day, and the girls 
practice on Tuesdays after school. The 
track runners participate in mile checks, 
stretching, and field event skillbuilding. 
“Running the race is the hard part,” Ves-
tal said. “But receiving the reward is the 
best part.” 

Gaining Traction 
JH Track, Field 

Ashlyn Heard 

Host First Meet 

Above: Aubrie Coulter (7) throws the discus Feb. 
28. The home meet was the first track meet of the 

year, and the first ever meet for many students. 
Photo by Hannah Haggard 

Right: Lilly Hutton (8) competes in the long jump. 
Right: The seventh-grade girls’ 1600m relay team 

of Landry Harris, Brinley Campbell, Rebekah Down-
ing, Emma Wadle, and Hannah Pillow didn’t get to 

race due to time. Photos by Briana Bowling 

The Grove Gazette is published by the 
journalism team of Union Grove High 

School at 11220 Union Grove Rd., 
Gladewater, TX 75647.  

Editor-in-Chief: Faith Woodall 

Staff: 
CreeAnn Bozarth 

Emma Holder 
Jamie Russell 

Nicholas Scavone 
Daytona Vaughn 
Lucky Woodard 

GROVE GAZETTE T
he 



 

10 

The fourth annual Melinda “Memaw” 
Smith softball tournament will begin 
Thursday, March 3 and continue until 
Saturday. 

Before basketball season ended, the soft-
ball team didn’t have enough players to 
field a team for the scrimmages originally 
scheduled for February.  

“I thought we weren’t going to have any-
one this season,” junior Daytona Vaughn 
said. “We started off with nine [players], 
and then once we got basketball back we 
have 14. We have a lot of new people, 
too, and I think that it’s good that we are 
able to start fresh.”  

But now that the girls are playing with a 
full roster, they’re working on some big 
moves.  

“After our last 19-1 win, I feel like we 
have a pretty good chance at performing 
well in the upcoming tournament,” fresh-
man Brianna Carrion said. “In order to 
improve our overall performance and 
teamplay, we are working on new batting 
drills to help us with contact with the ball, 
going over more ground balls in the in-
field and fly balls in the outfield, just de-
fense type stuff.” 

Softball Team Hosts 
Annual Tournament 

CreeAnn Bozarth 

with Full Team 

Wearing designs by Thom Browne and 
Calvin Klein, being photographed by fa-
mous photographers like Vincenzo 
Dimino, hearing the clicks of cameras and 
clacks of shoes on the runway of New 
York Fashion Week. 

Well, almost.  

Senior Briyanna Blalock and junior Dayto-
na Vaughn walked in Emily Rae’s Bou-
tique’s runway-style fashion show, mod-
eling the boutique’s latest prom dresses 
at the East Texas Builder’s Association & 
Event Center in Longview Feb. 5. Not 
quite New York Fashion Week, but —
according to the girls — still tons of fun. 

“During May of last year, I applied for fun 
to model for the boutique, not thinking I 
would get in because more than 70 girls 
applied to be on the Prom Squad,” 
Vaughn said. “A few months later, I got 
an email that I got accepted and I would 
be part of their team.” 

The girls got to dress themselves from a 
selection of gowns and have their hair 
styled by the professionals. 

“Getting my hair done professionally 
made it really feel like I was a model 

getting ready for New York Fashion 
Week,” Vaughn said. “It was so much fun 
and also such a confidence boost.” 

Then it was time to walk the runway.  

“The fashion show was probably the best 
part of the experience,” Vaughn said. “I 
know I can’t speak for the other girls, but 
it made me feel like a real model walking 
a runway.”  

Since the Prom Squad also helped deco-
rate the venue, the girls spent quite a bit 
of time together.  

“I had an amazing experience with the 
Prom Squad,” Blalock said. “All of the 
girls and the adults were amazing. I loved 
this.”  

Blalock says she encourages people to 
“step out of their comfort zone and try 
new things” after having such a positive 
experience with the Prom Squad.  

“As a girl that doesn't look like most girls, 
getting this experience was amazing,” 
Blalock said. "I love being able to share 
my story with people and getting to show 
others it doesn't matter what you look 
like — you are beautiful and perfect just 
the way you are.”  

Dressed to the Nines 
Students Walk in Boutique Show 

CreeAnn Bozarth 

Baliey Baird (10) and Alyssa Mullican (9) 
write valentines for the STUCO officer 

trip to Truman W. Smith Children’s Care 
Center. Photo by Jamie Russell 
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March’s New Release Movies  

For Date Night or Family Fun 

Alston Mullins (10) and Porter Yohn (10) stack mark-
ers in Mrs. Baker’s chemistry class. The boys finished 
their work with time remaining and wanted to see if 
they could reach the ceiling. Photo by Jamie Russell 

With the recent long weekend, students 
may wish that every week had Monday 
off. But to the chagrin of many kids, and 
maybe even some faculty, Mondays are 
extremely important to the school week. 

While other area districts move to a four-
day school week, some students may ask, 
“Why not UG?” 

First of all, if we didn’t attend school on 
Mondays, we would experience the same 
Monday-dread on Tuesdays. It’s always 
going to be hard to get back on schedule 
after sleeping in or doing what we want 
all day on the weekends.  

While a regularly-scheduled longer week-
end might sound amazing, it just isn’t 
realistic considering how many parents’ 
work schedules start on the Monday of 
every week. Some junior high and high 
school students are responsible enough 

to stay home alone, but we all know that 
isn’t always the case.   

More importantly, what are parents of 
elementary schoolers supposed to do 
with their young kids? Childcare, includ-
ing babysitting and daycares, are expen-
sive. Taking off work costs the parent 
wages and could ultimately result in job 
loss due to poor attendance. Taking a 
young child to work is sometimes the only 
option, but even that is frowned upon, as 
well, in most professions. Furthermore, 
work is often already a stress-inducing 
and sometimes dangerous environment 
for adults, and adding kids to the equa-
tion compounds those factors. Parents 
should not have to resort to this option 
when their children could be at school, 
where they should be able to feel confi-
dent that their children are safe and 
learning. Excluding Mondays, or Fridays 

for that matter, from the school schedule 
would put parents in this predicament 
every single week.  

A five-day school week doesn’t only bene-
fit parents. Kids need to be at school, and 
not just for education. For some students, 
school may be their only guaranteed 
meal, shelter from abuse, or chance to 
visit a nurse.  We can’t take these neces-
sities from the kids who need them just 
because we want an extra day to sleep in.  

Lastly, people always want more. If stu-
dents suddenly had every Monday off, 
the magic of the “long weekend” would 
wear off quickly, three-day weekends 
would become the norm, and students 
would start begging for a four-day week-
end. At that point, it isn’t a weekend any-
more, but a full break.  

Opinion/Editorial: Mondays (and Fridays) Matter 
Why UG Should Never Adopt a 4-Day School Week 

Emma Holder 
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Dee Mackey Track Meet 

FFA State Tractor Tech Contest @Houston 
March 3-6 

Melinda “Memaw” Smith Softball Tournament 
March 2-4 

Events Upcoming 

FFA CDE Contest @Winnsboro 
March 3 

March 4 

March 7 

Girls Powerlifting Regional Meet @Eustace 

March 6 
Boys Golf @Edgewood Invitational 

Softball v. Ore City — 5:30 p.m. 

V Baseball v. Ore City — 1 p.m. 

March 15 
Girls State Powerlifting Meet @Frisco 

Baseball @Hawkins — 4:30 p.m. 

March 5 
FFA HLSR Meats Contest 

March 8 
TSIA2 Testing 

FFA @A&M Judging Clinic 

March 25 
HS District Academic Meet 

March 24 
Softball v. New Summerfield — 5:30 p.m. 

March 2 
FFA CDE Contest @Jacksboro 

FFA Heifer Show @Houston 
March 6-9 

Girls Golf @Edgewood Invitational 

March 9  
Band UIL Concert & Sight-Reading Contest @Gilmer 
HS Track @Sabine 

March 14 
Baseball @Big Sandy — 4:30 p.m. 

March 17 
Baseball v. Harleton — 4:30 p.m. 

Softball @Union Hill — 5:30 p.m. 

March 21 
Band Pre-UIL Concert & Sight-Reading @Gilmer 

March 22 
TSIA2 Testing 

FFA @Tarleton Invitational 

March 24-25 
Boys State Powerlifting Meet @Abilene 

March 23 

Baseball v. New Summerfield — 6 p.m. 

March 27 
Golf @New Diana Invitational 
FFA Invitational CDE @SFA 

March 28 
FFA Invitational CDE @Parker County 
Softball @Carlisle — 5:30 p.m. 

JH Track @Hawkins 

March 29 
HS Academic Speech Contest 

JH Track @Sabine 

Baseball v. Union Hill — 4:30 p.m. 

Baseball @Beckville — 4:30 p.m. 

Boys Powerlifting Regional Meet @Arp 

March 10 
JH/HS Cheer Tryouts 
Baseball v. Overton — 4:30 p.m. 
Softball v. Big Sandy — 5:30 p.m. 

March 11 
Majorette, Drum Major Auditions — 8 a.m. 
Fishing Team @Lake Tawakoni 

March 13-17 
Spring Break 

March 13 
Softball @Overton — 4 p.m. 

Softball v. Hawkins — 5:30 p.m. 

March 18 
FFA Livestock Judging @Houston 

Golf @Pine Springs 

HS Boys Track @Alba Golden 
V Girls Track @Tatum 

JV Baseball Tournament 

V Baseball v. Leverett’s Chapel — 6 p.m. 

March 30 
HS Track @Harmony 

March 31 
JH Band UIL Concert & Sight-Reading Contest 
Baseball v. Carlisle — 4:30 p.m. 
Softball @Ore City — 5:30 p.m. 

HS OAP Performance 

March 11-13 
Athletic Booster Hog Hunt 

Bi-District OAP Performance 

Special Olympics Track and Field Meet 

JV Baseball v. Kilgore — 5:30 p.m. 


