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Faith Woodall 

Dress to Impress 
Retakes, Senior 

October 18, Lifetouch will take school pho-
tos for grade 7-11 students who were ab-
sent on the original picture day, August 24. 

Senior cap and gown pictures are sched-
uled for Nov. 2 and 3, also in the Lion Cen-
ter. 

Students must have their photos taken as 
school photos will appear in the yearbook, 
as well as on student ID cards. Prints and 
other photo products can be ordered 
through the company’s website.  

2021-2022 yearbooks, which currently cost 
$45, as well as senior yearbook ads can 
also be ordered online, through the Bal-
four website.  

Photos Booked 

Hunter Fraker 

FFA Calendar Filled 

Another busy month kicks off for FFA stu-
dents with the Heart O’ Texas (H.O.T.) Fair 
Oct. 1-3, where students will show Ag me-
chanics projects and livestock, and Green-
hand Day Oct. 5. A Greenhand is an FFA 
freshman, and students celebrate by liter-
ally painting or dyeing their hands green. 

October 6 is Ag Awareness Day at the 
State Fair, as well as the Gilmer Wildlife 
Invitational, and October 20-23 students 
will show livestock at the Yamboree.  

“Everyone is trying to win Grand Champion 
and make the sale,” seventh-grader Emori 
Lemming said. 

October 27-30, students will attend the 
Harvest Festival and national convention. 

Sydney Pritchett 

Hunting Season 

The boys in blue have a big month 
planned, with games against Beckville, Big 
Sandy, Frankston, and Carlisle. 

“October is a big month of football be-
cause we are in the thick of our district 
schedule,” Coach Chad Halcumb said. “So 
every week is big.”  

However, of the four games in October, 
the coaches anticipate the Big Sandy 
matches most. The varsity game will take 
place on October 15 at Wildcat Stadium; 
junior high and JV players play Oct. 14 at 
home.  

“This will be a game that will always be 
competitive and might determine a lot for 
us at that time,” Halcumb said.  

The Frankston games also stand out on the 
schedule, because they won’t be on the 
traditional Thursday and Friday nights. The 
junior high/JV games are scheduled for 
Tuesday, Oct. 19, and the varsity will play 

Oct. 21. Hoping for district success for all 
three teams and a post-season run for the 
varsity team makes practice and game-
analysis crucial.  

“We have really taken the first two games, 
dissected them down as a coaching staff, 
and made adjustments accordingly,” Hal-
cumb said. “We have turned up the inten-
sity at practice this week and plan to get 
everything ironed out and running like a 
well-oiled machine by district.” 

Football Prepares for Busy Month 

PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH 
Varsity lions face Maud in 

the homecoming game 
Sept. 17.  Special guest, 
stadium-namesake Glyn 

Johnston, helped with the 
coin toss. Johnston is the 
oldest UG alum at almost 

90 years old and previously 
served as a teacher, coach, 
and school board member.  

With Festivals, Shows 

https://lifetouch.com/
https://www.balfour.com/


Something Old  

“Hocus Pocus” (1993) Indulge in child-
hood memories of the Sanderson sisters’ 

sinister ways 
before the sequel 
comes out on 
Disney+ next fall. 
The movie fol-
lows an attempt 
to stop three 

witches who were accidentally brought 
into the modern world by a cynical teen, 
and watching it has become a tradition in 
many families because of its fall vibes and 
catchy music.  Rated PG 

Something Borrowed 

“Sleepy Hollow” (1999) Tim Burton’s 
eerie interpretation of Washington Ir-

ving’s classic head-
less-horseman story 
conveys that haunt-
ed feeling with less 
gore than the aver-
age scary movie. 
Plus, it stars Johnny 
Depp as Ichabod 

Crane, the protagonist who investigates 
the mysterious murders. Rated R 

Something New 

“The Addams Family 2” (2021) This sequel 
to the 2019 animated film takes the quirky 

family on a road-trip 
vacation for some good, 
old-fashioned bonding. 
Fans of the first movie 
will meet additional 
characters in this family-
friendly comedy. Rated 
PG 

Something Blue 

“47 Meters Down: Uncaged” (2019) Alt-
hough not a traditional Halloween movie, 

this sequel about a 
group of girls trapped 
in an underwater cave 
with man-eating 
sharks will still frighten 
everyone who hates 
tight spaces, jump-
scares, and the dan-

gers of the deep blue sea. Rated PG-13 

Staff Recommends 
October Movies 
Staff 

PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH:  Seventh-graders Alana 
Cox and Kaci Pirtle prepare to receive a Hawkins 
serve Sept. 20. Junior Gracie Winn covers a  tip 
during the Carlisle game Sept. 17. Sophomore Brady 
Colby sets to junior Analeice Jones. The Lady Lions 
lost the match, but Winn earned three kills, 10 digs, 
two aces, and five assists. Colby contributed 16 
assists, one ace, and one dig, and Jones had two 
kills, one dig, two aces, and one block. Avery Brooks 
(12), Sydney Chamberlain (12), and Daytona Vaughn 
(10) also collected impressive stats in the fight 
against the Indians.  

Jaycie Mullins 

Volleyball Teams 

Junior High 

The junior high volleyball team plays Big 
Sandy Oct. 4, their 3rd district game.  

“We will just go in and play our best 
game and hope for a win,” Coach Julie 
Martindale said.  

According to eighth-graders Karen 
Chavez and Natalie Woodard, their team 
has made progress from last year, espe-
cially in regard to spiking. The seventh 
grade team played Leverett’s Chapel 
September 13th with “great success”, 
according to Martindale, and after the 
Hawkins game on Sept. 20, the teams 
used their bye week to drill skills such as 
serving with the goal to “get better and 
come back strong for our next game.” 

Katy Parman 

High School 

Volleyball coaches and underclassmen 
plan to honor senior players before the 
varsity game Tuesday, Oct. 19 against 
Union Hill. Coach Mackey will announce 
seniors Avery Brooks, Sydney Chamber-
lain, and Samantha Coleman, and varsity 
teammates will bring gifts to celebrate 
the girls’ final home game. 

“Volleyball has undoubtedly been one of 
the hardest, yet most rewarding of my 
high school career,” Chamberlain said. 
“There’s no doubt that after high school I 
will miss playing volleyball with some of 
my best friends and teammates.”  

The seniors have led the team through a 
rocky re-building season with some im-
pressive stats. As of Sept. 24, Brooks had 
220 kills, Chamberlain had 158 digs, and 
Coleman had 25 aces. 

“One of the challenges that we have to 
overcome this year has been learning to 
work fluently as a team,” Chamberlain 
said. “We have slowly but surely learned 
how to communicate and how we must 
all work together in order to come out 
with the win.” 

Seek to Improve, 
Honor Senior Players 



Faith Woodall 

Cross Country Team 

The cross country teams will vie for dis-
trict championships at the October 13 
home meet. Then, October 25th, the run-
ners will face their biggest competition 
yet, the regional meet at Huntsville.  

Athletes have adjusted daily routines — 
including training, nutrition, and rest — to 
gain overall athletic performance in prep-
aration for these events. 

“A while back I had to get back on a 
healthy diet to compete at my full capaci-
ty,” junior Brendan Fuller said. “The shift 
was rough, but I am already starting to 
feel and compete better.” 

These changes have paid off with im-
proved meet results. At the Sept. 18 
meet, the junior high boys’ team won 
second place and the girls took fourth. At 
the home invitational on Sept. 25 Gracie 
Stanford (11) finished 9th, Keira Taylor (9) 
10th, Sophie Pyle (10) 11th, Taylor Camp-
bell (9) 20th, Jenna Scott (10) 23rd, Gracie 
Winn (11) 24th, Madyson Lowe (8) 25th, 
Analeice Jones (11) 33rd, Jill Taylor (7) 
33rd, Gracelyn Head (8) 36th, and Kenia 
Velazquez (11) 37th. Kohl Sirmans (8) took 
home 3rd, Kody Nutt (7) 6th, Will Wilson 
(10) 11th, Mason Stanley (8) 15th, Preston 
Woodall (11) 32nd, Brendon Fuller (11) 
40th, Cooper Borden (8) 40th, Kolby Nutt 
(7) 42nd, Lane Turner (10) 48th, Jax Dan-
iels (10) 58th, Isaiah O’Neal (10) 59th, 
Gavin Boutin (11) 60th, Parker Johnston 
(7) 62nd, James Evans (11) 61st, and 
Mateo Lara (7) 74th against a strong field 

HS Band Makes Plans  

Olivia Hudgens 
The high school band will compete in the 
UIL marching band contest hosted by 
Pine Tree High School at 10:15 a.m. Octo-
ber 12. Each band needs to earn a 1st 
division rating to advance to the state 
marching contest, and the Lion band will 
be up against Hawkins, Big Sandy, and 
Harleton in the 2A military classification 
for Region 4.  

The band, led by newly-promoted head 
band director Andy Thompson and assis-
tant Jonathan Stafford, hopes to receive 
their 32nd consecutive 1st division.  

“Marching season has started off with a 
bang. I love the enthusiasm that this 
band brings during rehearsals and perfor-
mances,” Thompson said. “The seniors 
are really doing a great job stepping up 
and will lead the band to the state 
marching contest once again. I know that 
we will end this season with all of our 
goals met.” 

The band will also march in the 84th an-
nual Yamboree parade on Saturday, Oct. 
23 at 10 a.m., then compete in the Yam-
boree marching contest at 1 p.m. 

For 32nd 1st Division 

Students Gather for Devotional Meeting 
See You at the Pole — the prayer rally at 
which students meet at the flagpole be-
fore school to lift up their friends, families, 
teachers, and school — took place at the 
flag in front of the school September 22 at 
7:30 a.m. FCA President Kennedi Gordy 
(12) opened, followed by a prayer by Tre-
vor Moore (12). Adam Hanson (12), Addi 

Smith (10), and Harlee Kirbus (12) shared 
inspiring Bible verses, and then students 
held hands in a prayed circle. The event 
was closed by Gordy.  

“See You at the Pole is really important 
because it brings our school and communi-
ty together in prayer,” sophomore Katy 
King said.  

Olivia Hudgens 

Yam I Am 

Gilmer will host the 52nd Annual East 
Texas Yamboree Oct. 20-23. Students will 
participate in multiple aspects of the fes-
tival, including the parades, livestock 
show, and writing contest.  

The livestock show spans Oct. 20-23. 
Students may exhibit dairy, swine, broil-
er, rabbit, beef, steer, goat, or shop pro-
jects. 

The high school band, as well as junior 
high and high school cheerleaders, will 
represent Union Grove in the school pa-
rade Oct. 23. Mia Rust (12) will ride in the 
Queen’s Parade Saturday, October 23 as 
the school Yamboree duchess, and Pay-
ton Haley (12) will represent the Glade-
water Chamber of Commerce in the 
school parade Friday, October 22.  

Writing entries for the essay and poetry 
contests must be submitted to the judges 
by Oct. 8.  

Sydney Pritchett 

PHOTO: SYDNEY PRITCHETT 

PHOTO: FAITH WOODALL The varsity girls’ team of 
Gracie Winn (11), Keira Taylor (9), Taylor Campbell 
(9), Sophie Pyle (10), Jenna Scott (10), Gracie Stan-
ford (11), Analeice Jones (11), and Kenia Velazquez 
(11) took third behind Quitman and Gilmer at the 
Union Grove Invitational Cross-Country Meet Sept. 
25. The girls are currently ranked #8 by the Cross 
Country Coaches Association of Texas.  

PHOTOS: SYDNEY PRITCHETT  Stu-
dents line up for  breakfast, and 
Trevor Moore (12) leads prayer at the 
Wednesday morning meeting.  

Festival Fun to 
Include Parades, 
Agricultural 
Shows, Contests 

Preps for Big Meets 



Everything was silent. Anticipation built with 
each second that went by. Finally, the excru-
ciatingly-long silence was broken.   

That’s how it felt for senior queen nominees 
and their families, anyway.  

And for one of those seniors, the silence 
ended with very exciting news. Coach Chat 
called Olivia Hudgens’s name, officially mak-
ing her this year's homecoming queen.  

“I was so excited and nervous. I never ex-
pected to be queen, but it was one of the 
best feelings when they called my name,” 
Hudgens said. “It was nice to know that peo-
ple supported me.” 

Because last year’s queen, Maya Huffman, 
could not attend the Sept. 17 ceremony, 
Hudgens’s father Wade Hudgens crowned 
her.  

“Having my dad and brother escort me 
made the experience ten times better since I 

don’t get to see them a lot,” Hudgens said. 
“It meant a lot for them to share that mo-
ment with me.” 

Presentation of the court was one of several 
pre-game festivities that began with the 
Thursday night bonfire that included perfor-
mances by the majorettes, band, and cheer-
leaders. The Friday afternoon parade 
spanned from the elementary campus to 
the high school campus. Football players, 
cheerleaders, duchesses, families, cafeteria 
ladies, school board members, and the 
marching band participated in the parade 
before attending the pep rally, which fea-
tured a combined performance from the 
junior high and high school cheerleaders.  

“It was scary, but fun,” seventh-grader Dan-
ica Vestal said. “I think we were all nervous 
because of how many people were there.” 

The varsity Lions played the Maud cardinals. 
The team fought hard and executed several 
successful and exciting plays but ultimately 
accepted defeat.  

“I think the team made some important 
improvements, but we still must get better 
at tackling and mental toughness,” Coach 
Roger Adams said. “The rest of the season 
hinges on the improvement of each individ-
ual on the team. Daily we work hard in prac-
tice trying to find the right combinations in 
each aspect of the game.” 

After the game, the annual firework show 
celebrated another year of tradition and 
pride in being a Lion. 

Taylor See 

Hudgens Crowned Homecoming Queen 

PHOTO: TAYLOR SEE Students enjoy the first of 
several homecoming festivities at the bonfire 
Thursday, Sept. 16. 

PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH Left: Duchesses Ana-
leice Jones (11), Kennedi Gordy (12), Queen 
Olivia Hudgens (12), Katelyn Vaughn (12), Dayto-
na Vaughn (10), and Rylee Aiken (9) dress to 
impress at the pre-game ceremony Sept. 17.  

Above: Junior high football players celebrate 
victory over Maud during the parade Sept. 17. 
The team pulled off an 18-16 win with a last 
second hitch-and-pitch play from quarterback 
Hudson Wightman (7) to Kendal Sartain (8) who 
passed laterally to Kohl Sirmans (8). Sirmans then 
ran the ball in for the final touchdown within the 
last seconds of the game.  

The JV team also conquered the Cardinals with 
two touchdown runs and two two-point conver-
sions from freshman Jace Roberts, a touchdown 
pass to Will Wilson (10), interceptions by Wilson 
and Lane Turner (10), and a fumble recovery by 
Jesse Fulmer (9) for a final score of 22-14. 

Homecoming duchesses, school board members, 
and cafeteria ladies — among others — also rode 
the short route, while the high school band 
marched. 



 Upcoming Events 
Sep. 24—Oct. 17 
State Fair of Texas 

Oct. 1—3 
H.O.T. Fair 

Oct. 4 
JH Volleyball at Big Sandy— 5 p.m. 

Oct. 5 
FFA Greenhand Day 
HS Volleyball v. Leverett’s Chapel 

Oct. 6 
Gilmer FFA Wildlife Invitational 

Oct. 7 
JH/JV Football at Beckville — 5 p.m. 

Oct. 8 
V Volleyball at Hawkins — 4:30 p.m. 
V Football v. Beckville (Hawaiian Day) 

Oct. 9 
FFA Beautification Project 

Oct. 12 

HS Volleyball v. Carlisle — 5 p.m. 
UIL Marching Band Contest 

Oct. 13 
District Cross Country Meet 

Oct. 15 
V Football at Big Sandy — 7:30 p.m. 

Oct. 16 
Majorette Camp 
Junior high and high school majorettes will work with mature pre-k through 
sixth grade students, teaching them an easy and fun routine to perform at the  
pink-out game Oct. 21. “They started this camp when I was in sixth grade and 
I absolutely loved it!” junior Briyanna Blalock said. “I am very excited to see 
how the girls will twirl and how the experience will spark a love for twirling in 
their own life!” 

Oct. 18 
JH Volleyball v. Overton — 5 p.m. 

PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH Junior high band members play “Crunch Time” during 
the Sept. 9 pep rally. “Playing at the pep rally was nerve-wracking but exciting,” 
seventh-grader Brooklynn Curtis said. “It was our first pep rally. Before this, we 
had only played concerts.” 

Oct. 19 
JH/JV Football at Frankston — 5 p.m. 
HS Volleyball v. Union Hill — 5 p.m. 

Oct. 20—23 
Yamboree 

Oct. 21 
V Football v. Frankston 

Oct. 22 
V Volleyball at Overton — 4:30 p.m. 

Oct. 25 
Regional Cross Country Meet 

Oct. 26 
UIL State Band Marching Contest 

Oct. 28 
JH/JV Football v. Carlisle — 5 p.m. 

Oct. 27—30 
Harvest Festival & Livestock Show 

FFA National Convention 

This three-day annual festival raises funds for scholarships through the sale of 
livestock, ag mechanic, and home economic projects from a five-county area.  

Titus County Fair Cross-Country Invitational 

Several UIL teams, including Congress participants, will attend this practice 
meet in preparation for upcoming district contests. The speech and debate 
team seeks to repeat their success from the Sabine meet Sept. 18, where 
Emily Melton (12), Colton Mead (9), Brendon Fuller (11), Kyler Littlejohn (11), 
Preston Woodall (11), and Daytona Vaughn (10) each placed in the top five. 

Oct. 2 
Hallsville Invitational UIL Meet 

Oct. 20 
Buffalo Creek Trap Club Competition 
A four-person team, to be chosen closer to the competition date, will travel to 
Ben Wheeler for this shooting contest. “Each competitor shoots 4 rounds of 
25 clays, for a maximum score of 100,” sponsor Bobby Painter said. “The team 
score is determined by adding the top three scores.” 

Oct. 11 
JH Volleyball at Union Hill — 5 p.m. 

Oct. 14 
JH/JV Football v. Big Sandy — 5 p.m. 
V Volleyball at Big Sandy — 4:30pm 

Oct. 29 
V Football at Carlisle — 7:30 p.m. 


