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Graduation Ceremony Celebrates Class of ‘22 
Staff 
Union Grove's seniors became alumni Fri-
day night. The class of 42 students walked 
the traditional "Pomp and Circumstance" 
processional, weaving the aisles of the 
Lion Center for maximum opportunities to 
smile at the family and friends who sup-
ported them throughout their public edu-
cation.  

Once they took the stage, Avery Brooks led 
the auditorium in the pledges, and saluta-
torian Jolea Robertson addressed the audi-
ence, followed by valedictorian Sydney 
Chamberlain. Robertson and Chamberlain 
reminisced moments that became memo-
ries, shared hopes for the future, and 
acknowledged obstacles the class faced 

together, including four peers' personal 
losses, as well as how those obstacles 
brought the group closer together.  

Principal Rachel Evers called each stu-
dent's name, Superintendent Kelly Moore 
moved each student's tassel, and a school 
board member handed each student their 
diploma. Historian Jocelyn Suarez deliv-
ered closing remarks, thanking the audi-
ence for coming and her peers for the 
memories. And for the class of 2022, high 
school was over.  

Uvalde Shooting Kills 
19 Students, 2 Staff 
Staff 
A room full of fourth graders.  

Nineteen children.  

Maite Rodriguez, Makenna Elrod, Eliahana 
Cruz Torres, Alithia Ramirez, Jose Flores, 
Tess Marie Mata, Nevaeh Bravo, Miranda 
Mathis, Jayce Carmelo Luevanos, Jackie 
Cazares, Jailah Nicole Silguero, Alexandra 
“Lexi” Aniyah Rubio, Layla Salazar, Eliahna 
Garcia, Amerie Jo Garza, Rogelio Torres, 
Xavier Lopez, Annabelle Rodriguez, and 
Uziyah Garcia. 

Nineteen children killed before their sum-
mer break began, simply because he went 
in their classroom first.  

Maybe he was bullied. Maybe he played 
violent video games. Are these ideas sup-
posed to justify the fact that he walked into 
Robb Elementary School prepared to kill as 
many children as possible?  

Regardless of what happened to him, he 
chose to inflict pain on those children and 
their families.  

And now those nineteen children are gone 
forever. No proms or graduations in their 
future. No weddings or babies of their own. 
No chance to see what they could accom-
plish in a full lifetime.    

Just families left behind. And renewed calls 
for gun control and increased mental 
health funding.  

Lawmakers say they’re ready to act. Hope-
fully, they mean it, because there’s work to 
be done.  

*Want to help? Give blood or donate with 
the Community Foundation of the Texas 
Hill Country, who will use donations to sup-
port victims and their families. 

LEFT: Taylor See (12) carries a rose in honor of her 
mother. Principal Rachel Evers gave one to each of 
the four graduates who lost a parent: See, Vincent 
Miller, Cameron Aguilar, and Brice Hart. ABOVE LEFT: 
Cole Barkley (10) embraces Hunter Cannon (12) and 
Trevor Moore (12) after the ceremony. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Sydney Chamberlain delivers her valedictory 
address. PHOTOS: FAITH WOODALL 

PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/31/texas-gun-control-laws-action-uvalde-school-shooting
https://cftexashillcountry.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create?funit_id=2452


Dallis Goodson (11), Colton Taylor (10), McKenzie Ellis 
(11), Kynslee Thetford (9), Jaicey Fuller (9), and Emma 

Herring (7) line the hallway May 12 to send Aubrey 
Woodard (12) and Meredith Morgan (9) off to their 

state track meets. PHOTO: AUGUST VESTAL  

Morgan, Woodard Compete in State Meet 

ABOVE LEFT: Aubrey Woodard (12) places ninth in the long jump at the state track meet in Austin. 
Woodard, Coaches Winn, Park and Baker and Woodard’s plus-one, Sabetay Fernandez (12), went to 
Austin a day early to settle in before the morning competition. Woodard competed at state last year and 
said he “felt pretty good to be back” and enjoyed watching competitors who were “crazy good” while he 
wasn’t competing.  In addition to the meet, the group explored the capitol building, ate out, and played 
cards. “The trip was so much fun,” Woodard said. “I wouldn't have wanted to do it one last time with 
anyone else.” PHOTO: RHONDA BAKER  

ABOVE RIGHT: Meredith Morgan (9) wins gold in the mile walk and bronze in the softball throw at the 
state Special Olympics in San Antonio. PHOTO: SAMANTHA SWISHER 

ABOVE: Peers vote seniors Mia Rust and Aubrey Woodard prom 
queen and king and junior Brendon Fuller and Gracie Stanford 
prince and princess. “When they called my name for prom queen, I 
got the biggest smile on my face,” Rust said. “I was so happy and 
shocked. I’ve always thought about getting a tiara and being prom 
queen, and it actually happened.”  

AT LEFT: Preston Woodall (11) and Payton Haley (12) enjoy the 
ambiance during a slow dance at the Diamonds are Forever prom 
on May 21. PHOTOS: FAITH WOODALL 

All Systems Go 

The Systems Go rocketry team will travel to 
the White Sands military facility in New 
Mexico June 23-27, where they will 
attempt to launch their Goddard vehicle, 
Lion 8.  

“We have a prep day and then a launch 
day,” instructor Greg Park said. “Prep day 
involves all the final testing that ensures 
the vehicle is safe to launch, and launch 
day is a two-hour window to get the vehi-
cle on the rail, connected to the launch 
system and filled with oxidizer without any 
issues such as leaks.” 

The rocketry program develops students’  
real-world skills, such as meeting deadlines, 
collaborating, presenting to a professional 
audience, and problem-solving.  

“We’ve had a lot of opportunities this year 
to problem solve!” senior Jolea Robertson 
said. “The last few weeks have been crunch 
time for us, but we’re very close to com-
pleting the rocket. We’re very excited to 
get the rocket finished and on the rail at 
White Sands!”  

Jaycie Mullins 

Rocketry Heads 

Crowning Touch 
Prom Royalty Named 

Rocketry students 
named this year’s 

creation “Big Bertha”.  
PHOTO: RHONDA 

BAKER 

To White Sands 



Academic UIL Team Makes Gold Standard 

Accounting, computer applications, current 
issues, feature writing, headline writing, 
news writing, ready writing and social stud-
ies. The academic UIL team sent a record 
number of students to the state meet, and 
they went to compete, earning multiple 
medals. Emily Melton (12) brought home 
first place in persuasive speaking, and 
Tommy Branscom (9) placed sixth in cur-
rent issues and events. Gracie Stanford 
(11) placed fourth in accounting, and the 
team of Stanford, Gracie Winn (11), Avery 
Brooks (12) and Brendon Fuller (11) placed 
third.  

“We had high hopes for at least top three; 

however, our perspective was flipped 
when we walked in the room with 1A-6A 
schools,” Winn said. “In the end, we gave 
the competition all we had, which came 
out as the third place team.” 

Although the accounting team was dissatis-
fied enough with bronze that they made 
Mrs. Sutton a note about it, Stanford felt 
“beyond grateful” for the teams’ success. 

“I was not expecting to place, but I had 
high hopes,” Stanford said. “The experi-
ence at Austin was eventful, and I hope to 
return next year.” 

For seniors Melton, Brooks, Katy Vinson, 

and Payton Haley, there is no next year.  

"It was a bittersweet feeling," Haley said. 
"The familiar nerves kicked in, along with 
the realization that, being a senior, this 
would be the last time I would compete." 

The bitter didn’t last long before the trip 
became all sweet. Students tried new 
foods at local restaurants, explored the 
hotel and university, ventured in the heart 
of Austin to shop and see the state capitol 
building, and made memories with their 
teammates. 

"This experience was something I will nev-
er forget," Haley said. 

Faith Woodall 

Melton, Stanford, Branscom Medal in Austin 

PHOTO: GAILYN SUTTON 

PHOTO: KYLER LITTLEJOHN 

PHOTO: BLAINE PACE 

PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH 

PHOTO: UIL STAFF PHOTO: SANDY SPEARS 

PHOTO: J.B. LITTLEJOHN 



More than Medals 

2022-2023 Grove Gazette co-editors-in-
chief Sydney Pritchett (10) and Faith 
Woodall (10) attended the Interscholastic 
League Press Conference convention at 
University of Texas at Austin on May 7-8. 

On Saturday, the pair checked in, perused 
vendor booths and picked up some free-
bies, as well as the team’s seventeen indi-
vidual achievement awards, before work-
shop sessions began.  

Taylor See (12) won first place in the Fea-
ture Photo category and an Honorable 
Mention for News Writing. Olivia Hudgens 
(12) & Sydney Pritchett (10) won third 
place in Editorial Writing, and Pritchett 
won third place in Sports News Story and 
second place in Sports Feature Story indi-
vidually. Faith Woodall (10) won third 
place Feature Story, second place Feature 
Page Design, and both second and third 
place in Sports Action Photography. 
Woodall and Jaycie Mullins (9) won second 
place Entertainment Review, and Daytona 
Vaughn (10) won first place Sports Feature 
Photo and second place Photography 
Portfolio. As a staff, the group won first 

place Headlines, first and third place Info-
graphic, second place News Page Design, 
and an honorable mention for Page One 
Design. 

Pritchett and Woodall chose which hour-
long sessions, taught by professional jour-

nalists, business representatives, and re-
nowned teachers, to attend for advice on 
writing captions and stories, editing strate-
gies, interviewing, photocomposition, and 
making the journalism program more fun 
to bond team members together.   

“I took away 
a lot of use-
ful infor-
mation from 
the confer-
ence,” Pritch-
ett said. “I 
can’t wait to 
return next 
year.” 

On Sunday, 
the public 
safety editor 

of the Minneapolis Star Tribune spoke 
about working as a team to cover George 
Floyd’s death and the subsequent turmoil, 
and Pulitzer-prize winning photojournalist 
John Moore presented via Zoom from the 
front lines of Ukraine, sharing his photog-
raphy and related lessons.  

Staff 

Newspaper Staff Gains Knowledge, Inspiration 

The journalism students received their awards during 
their end-of-year party, which included cookie cake 
and an aggressive round of the staff’s favorite game: 
“Stepping Stones”. PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH 

From ILPC Conference in Austin 

Athletic Summer Camps, Workouts Scheduled 
Summer workouts for students who will be 
in grades 7-12 in August will run from May 
30 to July 28, with Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday workouts from 9-11 a.m., with 
an exception of the week of the fourth of 
July. Athletes will focus on strength, condi-
tioning and agility, and, according to ath-
letic director Bobby Chadwick, “If you 
aren't doing summer workouts, you are 
falling behind every other athlete that is!” 
Young students can also gain sport-specific 
training during the camp of their choice. 
All camps cost $30 per student. 

Softball coaches will host camp May 31 
and June 1. Students currently in grades 3-
5 will practice from 8 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
and grades 6-8 from 10:15 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Softball campers have the option to 
purchase a $5 sack lunch if they are stay-
ing for basketball camp in the afternoons. 

Girls’ basketball camp follows softball 
camp, beginning at 1:30 p.m. and ending 
at 4:00 p.m. on the same days. Grades 1-4 
will practice in the junior high gym and 
focus on fundamentals and skill building. 
Grades 5-8 will work in the high school 
gym on skill advancement and play situa-
tions. Siblings of a participant who paid the 
full $30 can attend for $20.  

On June 6 and 7, boys’ coaches will host 
baseball camp for grades 2-9 from 9 a.m. 
to 11 a.m., followed by basketball camp 
for grades 1-8 from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.   

Boys in grades 4-9 can also attend football 
camp July 18-19 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Volleyball camp is scheduled for July 28 
and 29. Students currently in grades 2-5 
will practice from 8:30-10:30 a.m. and 
grades 6-8 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.  

Staff 

Faculty and staff enjoyed the annual end-of-year 
luncheon catered by Catfish Express on May 26, but 

English II and IV teacher Marsha Kerby and 12.5-
year librarian Inga Davis brought all the feels to the 

service awards portion of the program when they 
received their retirement gifts.  “Truthfully, retiring 

for me means getting to read books that I want to 
read instead of reading books for the library,” Davis 

said. PHOTO: KIMBER SMITH 



Girls’ Basketball Camp 

HS Band Trip 

STAAR Retakes 

Football Camp 

Boys’ Basketball Camp 

Cheer Camp @Nacogdoches 

FFA State Convention @Ft. Worth 

Softball Camp 

FFA @Ag Clays 381 (San Antonio) 

Baseball Camp 

 Upcoming Events 

May 31-June 4 

June 21-23 

June 6-7 

July 9-12 

July 11-15 

July 18-19 

May 31-June 1 

June 7-9 

July 28-29 
Volleyball Camp 

June 23-27 
Rocketry @White Sands 

Senior Bryce Hart bounces down the 
waterslide during the reward day May 19. 
Principal Rachel Evers arranged the day of 

fun for high school students who earned 
honor roll or perfect attendance awards. 

Junior high winners celebrated on May 20. 
PHOTO: FAITH WOODALL  

Summer Sliding into 

Teachers choose funnel-
cake doughnut toppings 

like peach cobbler and 
pecan turtle on May 17, 
when district admin ar-

ranged for a homemade-
doughnut food truck to 

cater a tasty teacher-
appreciation treat. PHO-

TO: KIMBER SMITH 

Chloe Staley (11) and Kayla Pullen (12) meas-
ure long jumps, and Blake Moore (11) and 

Katy Vinson (12) arm elementary students for 
the softball throw during the May 20 field 

day. PHOTOS: SYDNEY PRITCHETT  

Seniors filled  the hallway with 
notes, worksheets, and balloons 
and then drove to school on lawn 
mowers, ATVs, and dirt bikes May 
23 for the annual prank. First peri-
od classes held in the cafeteria 
while the seniors cleaned the mess. 
PHOTOS: KIMBER SMITH 


